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Ax x'agaax’i yéi kgwatée: ch’u tleix kugaagastee Lingit.
My prayer will be this: let Tlingit exist forever.

— Kaalkaawu Cyril George, Kak’'weidi

A kax kunaylagaaw haa yoo x’atangi! Kinax kax kunaylagaaw!
Hél daa sa a yax koogei haa yoo x’atangi.

Fight for our language! Really fight for it!
Nothing measures up to our language.

— Shakshaani Marge Dutson, Ishkeetaan



A language movement begins by
protecting existing speakers while
creating new ones.

Language revitalization is using the language and
creating spaces where the indigenous language
'S the language of power and use.

William “Pila” Wilson



Gwal yaat’aa tsu,
Kaa Tu Kaxsakee Héeni,
haa too yéi yatee.
Haa toown yéi gaxtusakéi.
Maybe this one too,

this peaceful river,
IS Inside of us.

We are going to untangle our minds.



Alaska Native Languages

-~ -Inuit-Yupik

Northern
Dene

Tsimshian




Language Speakers
70%

40-69%

25-40%

15-25%

10-15%

5-10%

1-5%

0% N




" ... we stand to lose more Indigenous North American
languages In the next 60 years than have been lost since
Anglo-American contact.”

Michael Krauss

Krauss, Michael. “The Condition of Native North American Languages: the Need for Realistic Assessment and Action."
International Journal of the Sociology of Language. 132.1 (2009), 9-22.



"If times change, can we make new realities too” Can we also
dare to be brave, and long once again to be free? If there is
anything that we need to reclaim most of all in translating the
ideas of mana motuhake of self determination into action, It is

the belief In our right to be free. It colonization does more than
anything else to damage our people, it Is to make our people

lose faith In ourselves.”

- Moana Jackson

He Manawa Whenua 2017 Day 3. Te Kotahi Research Institute



Pillars of Colonialism & Inward Banishment

eliminate warrior societies separate people and land

inward banishment

91qISIAUI
foreign

rape & murder women separate people and language
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EQUITY & EQUALITY IN EDUCATION

» Equity
« People have what they need

« The absence of disparity

» Equality
« People are treated the same

« Things are distributed equally




indigenous counterhegemonic transtormation

respect
cultural l cultural
guilt shame
unfragmented indigenous healthy

existence hyperconsciousness communication

lateral lateral
oppression T violence

X'unel Lance Twitchell,
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domains and functions through indigenous metacognition

willingness to communicate
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willingness to communicate

(safeacquisition) ( disillusion of )
spaces Acquisition colonial values
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governments

unfragmented indigenous language movement building

Macro

solidify identity

federal / state
administrations

Mmeso

reclaim domains

gain speakers

consciousness

language

function

local
administrations

usage

indigenous counterhegemonic transformation

revitalization

indigenous hyperconsciousness

self-determination

indigenous thought

social change

micro
individuals
prestige support
language i
planning & policy acquisition
corpus status

(o0

everything we have ever been

everything we are right now

everything we will ever be
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“To reverse this influence of English,
families must retrieve their rightful position as
the first teachers of our languages.
They must talk our languages every day,
everywhere, with everyone, anywhere.”

Richard E. Littlebear

Littlebear, Richard E. “Preface.” Stabilizing Indigenous Languages. Ed. Gina Cantoni. Flagstaff: Northern Arizona University, 1996, xi — Xiv.



Unstratified
Curricula




exclusionary success
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ALASKA NATIVE UNIVERSITY

|6 3 w's

o o L [ o
horizontal change across systems vertical development at the individual campuses

e Foster Alaska Native Lanquage revitalization e Build a talent base and make ourselves more efficient at what we do
e Enable multiple pathways to education e Paint a picture of consolidation of the platform
e Enhance the performance of the University of Alaska o Create institutional change within the structures of education
o Contribute to the potential of Alaska Native communities o Create more Indigenous-first programs & meaningful space within the institution
e Ensure that the University of Alaska has socioeconomic impact throughout Alaska e Shift spaces and curricula so they embrace Indigenous peoples instead of disorient them
e INncrease access, recruitment, retention, and success of Alaska Native peoples  Ildentify and remove assimilation tactics and practices from our institutions
o Create learning environments that house Alaska Native voices, languages, e More synergy and efficient non-duplicative efforts

and ways of knowing e« Embracing and encouraging plurality at all institutional levels



Cultural Hegemony

“soft power” that is achieved by establishing and maintaining what is “normal”
authority without the need for violent coercion
the willingness of a population to tolerate dreadful living conditions

the ideology that the colonial is “higher function” and the indigenous Is
“savage” and “incapable”

genocidal cruise control

Based upon:
Buchanan, lan. A Dictionary of Critical Theory (Oxford Paperback Reference). Oxford University Press, 2010.
Bullock, Alan and Stephen Trombley, Editors. The New Fontana Dictionary of Modern Thought. 3rd Edition, 1999.



Indigenous Counter-Hegemonic Transformation

- A theory that identifies social hegemony as an illusion that can be replaceo
with concepts of equity and co-existence in colonial spaces, given that agency
IS claimed and utilized by Indigenous voices of particular places. The process
of counter-negemony relies on Indigenous Hyperconsciousness to actively
identify and dismantle social structures, norms, and laws that inhibit equity
through processes of othering, ignorance, and perceived social diminishment.
In order to Iinitiate and maintain the re-establishment of the Indigenous voice,
social planning and engineering are seen through a lens that refuses to
fragment and rejects colonial problem identification and solving methodologies.



INAdigenous HyperconsciousnNesS

- A theory of Indigenous awareness that operates simultaneously in multiple
times and spaces, superseding individualism and fragmented viewpoints of
reality, and is based in the thought world of Indigenous languages of particular
places. This critical lens can be used In analyses of colonial forces that
continually attempt to reshape Indigenous consciousness In relation to the
Euroamerican ways of knowing, and operates in continuous hyper-awareness
of those Invasive consciousnesses.



Indigenous Metacognition

-+ An awareness of all social macro, meso, and micro policies governing people,
places, and expected social activities, Including how these policies influence
iNndividual and collective thought processes, particularly within oppressive
systems. Individuals and groups decide which policies they internalize and
which ones they externalize in their own realms of morality and desire, allowing
them to determine which policies will be followed and which will be violated,
either overtly or covertly. This must occur in continuous time while
deconstructing cultural hegemonic value systems and methodologies Iin order
to engineer the recovery of Indigenous spaces of thought and existence.



Dynamic Unstratified Hybrid Coexistence

+  An active resistance to all notions of superiority in social and mental spheres
that relies on Indigenous Hyperconsciousness to create safety zones for
Indigenous and non-Indigenous consciousnesses to occupy the same spaces
and times without the need to stratify into higher and lower structures. By
accepting the limitlessness of time and space, and rejecting the limiteo
perspective of a binary "one thing or the other" existence, then times and
spaces can be seen as limitless and accepting of multiple and simultaneous
consciousnesses without the need to rank them or determine which ones are
superior for given uses and places. This resistance must be continuous and
steadfast In order to render powerless deeply rooted notions of white
superiority that are foundational in many colonial spaces and structures.



Indigenous Language Ecosystems

- The totality of a language and everything it is connected to through time anad
space, Including the physical landscapes upon which the language was born
through, people who speak Iit, domains where It is spoken, various social
structures through which the language may theoretically move, and animate,
inanimate, and spiritual beings that have co-existed with the language.



Indigeneity antithesis Antihegemony

accept without question
U
W
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—
{ ('
reject or alter through Indigenous Hyperconsciousness

Cultural Hegemony mimesis Counterhegemony



institutions of society
where language may be used:
family, work sphere, education,
religion, entertainment, media,
politics, commerce, sports,
food & medicinal harvesting,
etc.

registers role relations

vocabulary and syntax needed
for communication in domains:
nouns, verbs, other words, syntax,
culturally appropriate phrases,
humor, compassion, tone,
content, inappropriateness,
etc.

the social relations and hierarchies
that exist within domains:
parents, siblings, children, clan members
employees, employers, congregants,
students, teachers, administrators,
customers, service providers,
etc.
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fluent elders
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relations haa shuka
clan aas gutu.adi
assess develop house hintak.adi
kwaan at kawdliyeeji at
names kayaani
tula.aan
kusaxan

implement dormant speakers

nNew birth Speakers






intrapersonal oppression: continuum of personal harm

perceived value of self: useless, inferior, incapable, lazy, unlovable, stupid
perceived absence of: love, care, nurturing, friendships, support, compassion, ability to communicate, ability to leave

suicide
rsonal harm
abandonment of socl
. v10Y
' Y se\f—constralmng beha
<lf-defeating © selt
discriminagiop belonging
persong] infenonty
pOWel‘IesSneSS
refusa] to
C
haHenge Authority
minor acts complete loss
of identification of value and self

ith Based on concepts in Prilleltensky, Isaac and Wilfrid Laurier. "Polities Change, Oppression Remains:
WIth Oppressor on the Psychology and Politics of Oppression.” Political Psychology, 17, No. 1 (1996): 127 - 148. to oppressor



interpersonal oppression: continuum of harm in close relationships

assigned value of the other: useless, inferior, incapable, lazy, unlovable, stupid
denial of: love, caring, nurturing, friendships, support, compassion, ability to communicate, ability to leave

sical abuse

psyCh(ﬁo

smotional abuse

verbal abuse

discriminggion value of others

reductiop of worth

denia] & CNtrapmen;

threats & Physica] harm

minor acts complete loss

of identification of value and self
Based on concepts in Prilleltensky, Isaac and Wilfrid Laurier. "Polities Change, Oppression Remains:

with Oppressor on the Psychology and Politics of Oppression.” Political Psychology, 17, No. 1 (1996): 127 - 148. {0 oppressor



Battered People Syndrome
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+ These self-oppressive factors are
symptomatic of what scholar Paul Berg
refers to as battered people syndrome,
which Is defined as:

- The medical and psychological condition of
a person who has suffered (usually
persistent) emotional, physical, or sexual
abuse from another person. Also called
battered child syndrome or battered
woman syndrome depending on the
circumstances. In the case of a woman, her
husband or partner inflicts the injuries.

44

Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by
its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life
believing that it is stupid.

COTTSUd U 0oy ynnng




| ateral Oppression

Occurs within marginalized groups
where members strike out at each
other as a result of being oppressed.
The oppressed become the
oppressors of themselves and each
other. Common behaviours that
prevent positive change from
occurring include gossiping, bullying,
finger-pointing, backstabbing and
shunning

“Lateral Violence in First Nations Communities.” Kweykway Consulting

What woman here is so enamored of her own
oppression that she cannot see her heel print
upon another woman’s face”?

Audre Lorde




situation-specific influences on WTC

stable, enduring influences on the process

Heuristic Model of Variables Influencing Willingness To Communicate (WTC)

“A program that fails to produce
students who are willing to use

“behaviour is strongly predicted
by intention or willingness to act”

the language is simply a failed Layer 1 1 Communication
program.” Behavior

L2 use

2 .
[ Behavioral
ayer = willingne.ss to Intention
communicate
314 :
Situated

Layer 3

desire to communicate
with a specific person

state communicative Ante Cedents

self-confidence

5 6 7 S
[ Motivational
ayer 4 interpersonal intergrou L2 111
P Broup Propensities
motivation motivation self-confidence
8 9 10 : -
[ Affective-Cognitive
ayer 5 intergroup social communicative Context
attitudes situation competence
11 |12 . o
Social & Individual

Layer 6

intergroup climate

personality Context

These six layers further represent the two more basic structures:

(a) the first three layers (I, II, & lll), which represent situation-specific influences on WTC at a given moment in time.
(b) the latter three layers (IVV, , & VI), which represent stable, enduring influences on the process.

Maclntyre, Peter D., Zoltan Dornyei, Richard Clément and Kimberly A. Noels. “Conceptualizing Willingness to Communicate in a L2:
A Situational Model of L2 Confidence and Affiliation.” The Modern Language Journal 82.4 (Winter, 1998), 545-56.
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willingness to
communicate

desire to communicate
with a specific person

self-confidence

state communicative

Communication
Behavior

Behavioral
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Situated
Antecedents



the indigenous realm
must privilege the
indigenous language

language revitalization is:
1) using the language,
2) creation of spaces where the indigenous
language is the language of power & use

sometimes

the colonial
language sphere
seems more cultural
than the area that
exclusively uses

the target language

heritage organizations
cultural classes at schools
cultural tourism

INDIGENOUS DOMAINS & USE

medium school
language nest
home with L2 speakers
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communication may occur through indigenous language & culture
the colonial language but supports must be embedded in the structures

indigenous culture and language of social power and functions

places where all communication normally

places where the language

must be normalized

occurs through the target language



medium school

the iIndigenous realm language nest

. home with L2 speakers
must privilege the
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language sphere
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A call for RLS m
cultural reconstr

ust, therefore, also be seen and explained as a call for
uction and for greater cultural-self-regulation. If this is not

understood then RLS-efforts must, inevitably, fail, as all ethnocultural
planning that lacks a central and crucial integrative component must fall.
RLS is an indication of dissatisfaction with ethnocultural (and, often, also

with ethnopolitic

al and ethno-economic) life as it currently Is, and of a

resolve to undertake planned ethnocultural reconstruction. This change
does not need to be backward-looking In its thrust, regardless of the
historical metaphors that it may utilize (because of their recognized
symbolic and emotional significance). Indeed, most RLS-efforts are
actually syncretistic and modernistic with respect to their cultural

implications and

goals.

Joshua Fishman

Reversing Language Shift, 19



A third Yian mainstream ploy is to bemoan the purported ‘conflictual
nature’ of RLS. It is not the majority Yians who are conflictual (even though
they punitively control and implement by far the major reins of power and
of the purse) but the unequal efforts of Xians that are responsible for all
trouble-making. Even the much vaunted ‘no language policy’ of many
democracies Is, In reality, an anti-minority-languages policy, because it
delegitimises such languages by studiously ignoring them and, thereby,
not allowing them to be p\aced on the agenda of supportable general
values. Certainly most RLS efforts (those referred to throughout this
volume as constituting Stages 8-5) are quite the opposite of
confrontational in any real sense; they are inherently based upon efforts to
win over public opinion by seeking support, approval and recognition,
both In the Yian camp and Iin the Xian camp as well.

Joshua Fishman

Can Threatened Languages Be Saved? Reversing Language Shift, Revisited: a 21st Century Perspective, 454



| commend you all on the work that you do. But there

sometimes that we can turn something as potentially personally

destructive as colonization into an abstraction, into a h

IS a danger

IStorical artifact

which diminishes or invisibilizes the violence, the destr

Jctive harm, that it

does. Because colonization is not some abstract theory. It is a belief
assumed by most of the states in Europe that they had the right to

dispossess Indigenous peoples who had done them n

0 harm and posed

Nno threat, and that presumption in itself is an act of violence. The racism
which underpinned and continues to underpin colonization is an act of
violence, and | think as we gather the knowledge so that we can perceive
the Mana that we have it Is iImportant not to diminish the reality of that
violence, because It we do then we diminish the suffering of our people
who endured through its terrible hurt and agony ever since 1840. And we

owe those people—we owe our mokopuna—together

our strength and

together our knowledge to we do not diminish the pain which they have

endured.

Moana Jackson
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Reversing Language Shift, 19



orthography e audio e video e distribution e access

diagnosis

Documentation

mass media
diet
how well can people speak? Speaker |
hat are your fluency goals? Health excercise
) | calt mental health
addictions

allies e neutral ¢ agents of coloniality



personal value ¢ ecomonic value e social value e cultural value

evaluation

Attitude
Towards
Language

where? how many?
when? [aneuace what ages?
why? Language Use S gk & intergenerational?
by who? peakers fluency?
for what? adding or subtracting?

Protection
Of Language
Prestige

rejection of hierarchy e rejection of hegemony e expectation of knowledge



social change

people
families
elders
children
adults

official language status e language mandates

N4

ZRN

education e governance ¢ indigenous ® commerce

language presence

placename restoration

free & widespread use

removal of cultural restrictions
elevation to language of choice



Bullding a Language Program

Resources - Age

-iInancial (what do you have” what do you + Language Variation
need”? how do you get it?)

+ Dialects, Regional Variation

+ Language Resources
- Assess Needs, Goals, Attitudes

- Human / Emotional

owards Language
+ Assess Language Vitality
+ Ownership
+ Speakers
- \Who Can & Should Speak / Teach
- Numbers
- Towards Surrounding Language
- Fluency



Bullding a Language Program

+ SUrveys - Lateral Violence
+ Goals & Needs + Poverty
arget Population - Assimilation
arget Fluency Rates - External
+ Methods of Achieving Goals - |deology Contflict
Problems - Updating the Lexicon
- Internal - Loan words

+ Authenticity + Calgues



The weight of the world is not upon your shoulders.
The strength of your ancestors is behind you.
The path they have made is before you.

You are holding hands with everyone committed to this journey.



gunalchéesh quayana

haw’aa mahalo



