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TO ERIC PRATT HAMP 

A SYNCOPATING CONJUGATION *k-STEM IN LAKOTA 

In Buechel's (1970) Lakota Dictionary are two irregular and obsolete inflected 
forms phur 'I come' (1970:449) and sku 'you come' (1970:465).' Neither these 
forms nor their paradigm are known from any other source; however, we can 
deduce from gloss and shape that the stem is either 'u 'come' or the corre- 

sponding vertitive kt 'come back'. Buechel elects 'u, though he seems to have 
known only the inflected forms, and these only in an exchange of greetings used 
formerly on one person "seeing and recognizing another," a context in which the 
vertitive ktu seems as likely. 

In Modern Lakota (La) and in other Dakotan dialects both 'ii and kti are 

regular conjugation actives, with agent prefixes reflecting Proto-Siouan (PSi) 
*wa 'first agent' and *ya 'second agent'. Buechel's peculiar monosyllables clearly 
represent the Proto-Siouan syncopating conjugation, with *w and *y instead 
(Koontz 1983). The syncopating conjugation occurs in Siouan with certain 
classes of Cl-initial stems, especially those reflecting Proto-Siouan *r- and 
*h-stems, for which the conjugation is widely attested. Rarer are syncopating *?- 

and *Y-stems, restricted to the three branches of Mississippi Valley: Dakotan, 
Dhegiha, and Winnebago-Chiwere. Rarer still are syncopating *p-, *t- and 
*k-stems, so far known only in Dhegiha and Winnebago-Chiwere. 

The hypothesis that phu and skut are syncopated personal forms of 'u or kut is 
reasonable, since these reflect Proto-Siouan *htu and *ku (Taylor 1976), both 
with syncopating reflexes throughout Dhegiha and Winnebago-Chiwere. It is 
thus more than likely that the modern regularity of Dakotan 'u and ktu is 
secondary, but the question remains which of the two stems phtu and skut these 
actually represent. 

We can answer this by a comparison with the paradigms for the reflexes of 
*htu and *ktu in the typical Dhegiha dialect Osage (Os). The first persons are 
unhelpful, since La phr matches regularly both Os phu < PSi *phu = *w + hru 
and Os ppu < PSi *wpu = *w + pr, where *ptu is a mutation of *ku. In the 
second persons, La sku's comparability with Os sui < PSi *shut = *y + hui is not 
immediately clear, since PSi *sh is little understood. However, Os gkui < PSi 
*sku = *y + kti matches La skur regularly, suggesting strongly that the Dakotan 
stem is ki. This is confirmed by the paradigm of Dakotan's single syncopating 
*h-stem, ey,A 'say' < PSi *e + hA. This has second-person ehe < PSi *eshe = *e 
+ Y +he (cf. Os ese, parallel with isu).2 This eliminates any remaining suspicion 

I This material is based on work supported by the National Science Foundation under 
grant no. BNS-8406236 and by the National Endowment for the Humanities under grant 
no. RD-20477-84. I am grateful to Allan R. Taylor for drawing my attention to the 
phiu/.skt set as an example of second-person s- in Dakotan, where evidence for the 
syncopated second-person pronoun *y- is otherwise indirect. All transcription notations 
used here are standard except for d which represents an apical tap, traditionally printed as 
6 (edh); d is a suitable alternative, and an r would do in a pinch, but would be very 
declasse. 

2 For the phonological developments consult Matthews (1958), as modified by Rankin 
(1974). 
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that La sk might represent PSi *sh, and allows us to conclude that Dakotan has 
a remnant syncopating paradigm for ku of the form phu/sku/kut. Presumably 
this was once only one of a number of similar *k-stems, the rest of which have 
been regulated without trace. 

What implications does this Dakotan syncopating *k-stem have? First, 
Dakotan and Dhegiha agree in implying *k-stem first persons with mutation of 
*k to *p. In contrast, Winnebago-Chiwere lacks the mutation, cf. Winnebago 
(Wi) kuu/sguu/guiu. The Dakotan-Dhegiha pattern is clearly an innovation, 
since (1) neither Dhegiha's nor Winnebago-Chiwere's *p- and *t-stems have any 
mutations, showing the latter's *k-stem pattern to be the more regular one; 
(2) PSi *wke > La khe ~ Os kke ~ Wi kee, showing that *wk does not simply 
fall together with *wp in Dakotan and Dhegiha; and (3) Dhegiha dialects all 

preserve one conservative *k-stem with the expected kk < *wk--the compound 
kfi + da 'desire', cf. Os kk ipda 'I desire'. In addition, the most plausible 
explanation for the Dakotan-Dhegiha *k > *p mutations is analogy with the 
much more numerous syncopating *p-stems'3 first persons in *wp, so that 
Dakotan must have lost not merely syncopating *k-stems, but syncopating 
*p-stems and perhaps *t-stems as well. Before this evidence for syncopating 
stop-stems in Dakotan, it might have been argued that syncopating stop-stems 
were a development of a Dhegiha-Winnebago-Chiwere subgroup in Mississippi 
Valley; but if stop-stems occur throughout Mississippi Valley, and the *k-stems 

actually show peculiarities uniting Dakotan-Dhegiha against Winnebago-Chi- 
were, that is, cross-cutting the subgroup previously most likely, then it is 

increasingly probable that syncopating stop-stems are simply an inheritance 
from Proto-Siouan. This probability is important, since knowing the precise 
domain of the syncopating conjugation is undoubtedly critical to an understand- 

ing of Proto-Siouan phonology and morphology (cf. Rudes 1974). 

JOHN E. KOONTZ, University of Colorado, Boulder 

3 The numbers of distinct Cl-initial syncopating morphemes in Mississippi Valley lan- 

guages are small for all values of C, but two *p- initial instrumentals are very productive, a 
circumstance without a parallel among the syncopating *t- and *k-stems. 

REFERENCES 

BUECHEL, REV. EUGENE, S.J. 1970. A Dictionary of the Teton Dakota Sioux Language, ed. 
P. Manhart, S.J. Pine Ridge, S.D.: Red Cloud Indian School. 

KOONTZ, JOHN E. 1983. Siouan syncopating *r-stems. Na'pao 13:11-23. 
MATTHEWS, G. HUBERT. 1958. Handbook of the Siouan languages. Ph.D. dissertation, 

University of Pennsylvania. 
RANKIN, ROBERT L. 1974. Observations on Dhegiha (Siouan) phonetics and phonology. 

Paper presented to the Thirteenth Conference on American Indian Languages, American 

Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Mexico, D.F. 
RUDES, BLAIR A. 1974. Sound changes separating Siouan-Yuchi from Iroquois-Caddoan. 

IJAL 40:117-19. 
TAYLOR, ALLAN R. 1976. On verbs of motion in Siouan languages. IJAL 42:287-96. 

484 


	Article Contents
	p. 483
	p. 484

	Issue Table of Contents
	International Journal of American Linguistics, Vol. 51, No. 4 (Oct., 1985), pp. 329-642
	Volume Information [pp.  631 - 642]
	Front Matter
	Internal Reconstruction in Mutsun Morphology [pp.  329 - 331]
	Evidence for Totemism in European Dialects [pp.  331 - 334]
	Two Problems in Comanche Pronouns [pp.  334 - 336]
	Etymological Frustrations (Gilyak) [pp.  336 - 339]
	sa / ša / la: Southeastern Shibboleth? [pp.  339 - 341]
	"Dans les Pas de Nos Pères et de Nos Mères, Semés par le Seigneur...:" Notes de Sémantique Tzeltale [pp.  341 - 344]
	Dialectics of Discourse Parallelism in Creek Oratory [pp.  344 - 347]
	Consonant Lengthening in Chimariko [pp.  347 - 349]
	A Note on neˀ [pp.  349 - 351]
	The Use of Logosyllabic Principles of Writing in "The Book of Chilam Balam of Chumayel" [pp.  351 - 353]
	The Indefinite Possessor Prefix in Woods Cree [pp.  353 - 356]
	Proto-Miwok Tense and Aspect [pp.  356 - 358]
	An Inconspicuous Basic Split in Nahuatl [pp.  358 - 361]
	How Did the 'Chicken' Cross the Andes? [pp.  361 - 364]
	En marge du FEW: deux mots français d'origine algonkine? [pp.  364 - 366]
	Pharyngeals and Pharyngealization in Salishan and Wakashan [pp.  366 - 368]
	Pronouns, Markedness, and Stem Change in Tolowa [pp.  368 - 372]
	Iconic Relativity and Inuktitut Language Maintenance [pp.  372 - 374]
	Prosodic Nasality in Bribri (Chibchan) and Universals of Nasality [pp.  374 - 376]
	Carrier Nasals [pp.  377 - 379]
	A Double Obviative in Montagnais [pp.  379 - 381]
	Current Knowledge of Amerindian Languages of Nicaragua [pp.  381 - 384]
	CV Phonology and Klamath [pp.  384 - 387]
	Anomalous Abenaki Affricates [pp.  387 - 388]
	Transitivity in Indefinite Voice in Bribri [pp.  388 - 390]
	Regressive Consonant Assimilation in Eastern Inuktitut: Toward a Sociolinguistic Approach [pp.  390 - 393]
	Algonquian Loanwords in Mobilian Jargon [pp.  393 - 396]
	Incipient Semanticization of Possessive Ablaut in Mayan [pp.  396 - 398]
	An Animacy Hierarchy in Haida [pp.  398 - 400]
	The Fire as Conduit to the Other World: A Note on Haida Deixis and Haida Belief [pp.  400 - 402]
	The Language of Tense, Mood, and Aspect in Northern Iroquoian Descriptions [pp.  403 - 405]
	Kinship Terminology and Social Process: Two Mayan Etymologies [pp.  405 - 407]
	On Some Plural Markers in the Mayan Languages [pp.  407 - 410]
	Zebras along the Columbia River: Imaginary Wasco-Wishram Names for Real Animals [pp.  410 - 412]
	Velar and Alveopalatal Consonants in the Maya Hieroglyphs [pp.  412 - 416]
	The Original Territory of the Nooksack Language [pp.  416 - 418]
	Paradigmatic Splitting by Morphological Regularization: The Fox Prohibitives [pp.  419 - 421]
	Hacia una morfología verbal del Yagán [pp.  421 - 424]
	On Early Germanic *hai-t-a [pp.  425 - 427]
	A Note on Winnebago Metrical Structure [pp.  427 - 429]
	The Proportionality of Shifters in Yucatec [pp.  430 - 432]
	Jaqi Stop/Affricates *tx, *cx, *tz [pp.  432 - 435]
	Pseudo-Suffixes and Optative Stem Shape Prediction in Navajo [pp.  435 - 438]
	The Locus of Hampered Voice in Southern Paiute [pp.  438 - 441]
	Proto-Northern Uto-Aztecan Participles [pp.  441 - 443]
	Sonorants as a Class in Micmac and Proto-Indo-European [pp.  443 - 446]
	Some Kiowa Terms for Currency and Financial Transactions [pp.  446 - 449]
	Puns: Their Reality and Their Uses [pp.  449 - 450]
	On the Etymology of Classical Nahuatl teek<sup>w</sup>-tli 'Lord, Master' [pp.  451 - 453]
	A Stone's Throw from Aspect to Number in Tsova-Tush [pp.  453 - 455]
	Vowel Length in Copala Trique: An Abstract Laryngeal Analysis [pp.  455 - 457]
	Distinctions and Generalizations [pp.  457 - 461]
	Regressive Apicalization in Na'isha [pp.  461 - 463]
	Secondary Significance of Gender in a Wishram Text [pp.  463 - 466]
	Duck-Kettles in Canada [pp.  466 - 469]
	Hieroglyphic Evidence for Lowland Mayan Linguistic History [pp.  469 - 471]
	A Note on Athapaskan Directionals [pp.  471 - 473]
	Aspects of Huastec Dialectology and Historical Phonology [pp.  473 - 476]
	The Age of the Cockroach and Lexical Survival [pp.  476 - 478]
	More on Nasal Loss on the Northwest Coast [pp.  478 - 480]
	Proto-Mazatec Numerals [pp.  480 - 482]
	A Syncopating Conjugation *k-Stem in Lakota [pp.  483 - 484]
	Russian Ikrá 'Caviar; Calf of Leg' and Similar Pairs in Athapaskan-Eyak [pp.  485 - 486]
	Areal-Historical Influences on Tewa Possession [pp.  486 - 489]
	Navajo Interjections [pp.  489 - 491]
	Yuman 'And' [pp.  491 - 494]
	On Nahuatl Loans [pp.  494 - 497]
	Puebloan Meanings of "Pueblo" [pp.  497 - 499]
	Subclassification of Illness and Pain among Speakers of Two Mayan Languages: Cakchiquel and Yucatec Maya [pp.  499 - 502]
	Lionnet's Article on the "Intensive" in Tarahumara [pp.  502 - 504]
	Untangling the Huron and the Iroquois [pp.  504 - 507]
	The Kiliwa Resumptive Aspect and Nondistinct Arguments [pp.  508 - 510]
	The Eskimo Locative Case in Place of the Absolutive [pp.  510 - 513]
	Nominal Stem and Adjective Stem Incorporation in Gavião [pp.  513 - 515]
	Spanish Loanwords in Ocuiltec [pp.  515 - 518]
	Canadian Hunter-Gatherer Adaptive Strategies and Indigenous Language Development [pp.  518 - 521]
	Reinterpreting Primary Data: The Salish Passive [pp.  521 - 523]
	How Conifers Became Oaks in the Caucasus [pp.  523 - 526]
	On the Seneca Rule t→h/__n [pp.  526 - 527]
	The Infiltration of English into Indian [pp.  527 - 529]
	-ta in Zaparoan and Peba-Yaguan [pp.  529 - 531]
	Initial Change as a Natural Process [pp.  531 - 533]
	The Proto-Algonquian Word for 'Sun' [pp.  534 - 536]
	A Wintu Etymology: 'Love' [pp.  536 - 538]
	Dutch Words for New World Products: Of American Origin? [pp.  539 - 541]
	Proto-Algonquian *nl and *nɫ in Fox [pp.  541 - 543]
	The Experienced and Nonexperienced Past in Cherokee [pp.  543 - 544]
	On Some Ohio Valley Siouan and Illinois Algonquian Words for 'Eight' [pp.  544 - 547]
	The Consequential Future in Cree and Ojibwa [pp.  547 - 549]
	Vowel Variability in a Linguistic Transition Zone [pp.  549 - 553]
	Was There a Fourth Vowel in Old Greenlandic? [pp.  553 - 555]
	A Re-Reconstruction of the Ergative 1sg for Common Tzeltal-Tzotzil Based on Colonial Documents [pp.  555 - 558]
	A Rule Restatement of Yurok Allomorphy [pp.  559 - 561]
	Lakhota kičháǧa for Expected kičáǧa: An Explanation [pp.  561 - 563]
	Dogs, Pets, Horses, and Demons: Some American Indian Words and Concepts [pp.  563 - 566]
	The Universal versus the Particular, and the Case of Woccon Number Words [pp.  566 - 568]
	The Southern Tiwa Incorporability Hierarchy [pp.  568 - 572]
	On Variable Data and Phonetic Law: A Case from Sapir's Athapaskan Correspondences [pp.  572 - 574]
	Loan Etymologies in Historical Method [pp.  574 - 576]
	Vowel Changes of Mazatec [pp.  576 - 578]
	Absolutive Suffix and Reanalysis in Cahuilla [pp.  578 - 581]
	A Note on the Last Botocudo Language [pp.  581 - 583]
	Azteco-Tanoan ***-l/r- [pp.  584 - 586]
	Proto-Algonquian *papa·m- 'About, around' as a Root in Its Own Right, and Not an Irregular Reduplication of *pem- 'Along, by' [pp.  587 - 588]
	Changing the Theme [pp.  589 - 591]
	Palenque: The Name [pp.  592 - 594]
	Munsee Borrowings from Dutch: Some Phonological Remarks [pp.  594 - 597]
	The Dirty Dog [pp.  597 - 599]
	Exorcising a Karankawa Ghost [pp.  599 - 602]
	The Linguistic Senselessness of the Concept of Nonsense-Sentences [pp.  602 - 604]
	On Pataxó and Hãhãhãi [pp.  605 - 608]
	From Comparative Method to Phylum Linguistics and Back Again [pp.  608 - 610]
	The Roles of Samuel A. Worcester and Elias Boudinot in the Emergence of a Printed Cherokee Syllabic Literature [pp.  610 - 612]
	True Tequistlateco [pp.  612 - 614]
	Greek menoinā́ai: A Dead Metaphor [pp.  614 - 618]
	Palatalization in Southeastern Tepehuan [pp.  618 - 620]
	Graded Syllable Weight in Central Alaskan Yupik Eskimo (Hooper Bay-Chevak) [pp.  620 - 623]
	Arabic Loanwords and Turkish Phonological Structure [pp.  623 - 625]
	Environmental Concerns in the Study of Phonology [pp.  626 - 628]
	Cliticization versus Inflection: The Hidatsa Mood Markers [pp.  629 - 630]



